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A bimonthly trade magazine for hydrologists, water managers, and other professionals working with water issues.

Welcome to the premier issue of Southwest Hydrology. This magazine evolved from

our hypothesis that water professionals in the Southwest are interested in, and would

benefit from, a forum for sharing information. We are providing the “clearing house”

for receiving and distributing information about projects, research, technologies,

regulations, and innovations that are unique to our semi-arid region, and you, the

water community, provide that news. If you support this type of publication, please let

us know by sending us your news, ideas or advertisements. As we continually grow

and modify the magazine, we hope to use your input to help us develop a resource

that is useful to you and your colleagues, clients, and contractors.

By design, many people contributed material to this inaugural issue, and we would

like to recognize and thank all of them (see “Contributors”, opposite page). The

invited authors who contributed to this issue’s feature topic about the revised drinking

water standard for arsenic (beginning on page 12) deserve special recognition.

Southwest Hydrology’ssole financial support is advertisers. We are especially

appreciative of our first-issue advertisers who supported us sight-unseen. 

The magazine is distributed free of charge in order to reach as many readers

as possible. 

While Southwest Hydrologyis a paper publication, our web site is up and available

for posting time-sensitive announcements and job openings.  In addition, the site

contains information for contributors and advertisers, and links to our supporters and

water-related organizations. Be sure to visit www.swhydro.com.

We thank you for looking through this magazine, and look forward to 

your comments. 

Betsy Woodhouse

Editor

Inside This Issue



Features in upcoming issues: > drought and water resources planning 
> tracking ancient waters 
> mining reclamation 
> watershed restoration 

12 Arsenic Removal Strategies for a
New, More Stringent Standard
Dr. Zaid Chowdhury, P.E. 
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with the 10 ppb standard.

14 Natural occurrence of arsenic in
Southwest ground water 
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Although much remains to be
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emerging technologies will remove
arsenic from drinking water to
concentrations below 10 ppb.

May/June 2002 • Southwest Hydrology • 5

> > > > > > > > >

Arsenic In Drinking Water
The EPA’s reduction of the Maximum Contaminant Level for arsenic in drinking water
to 10 parts per billion (ppb) has caused a storm among those charged with providing
safe drinking water. System managers are faced with treating water they previously
thought to be of good quality, or perhaps shutting off wells altogether. Consultants and
engineers are largely unprepared to offer cost-effective remedial solutions to either
small or large providers. Agencies are just beginning to talk about strategies to
implement and monitor the strict new rule. States have not determined where the money
for these changes will come from, or even if it is available. We present six articles to
review the current state of affairs.
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