P 1 50 Cucapa inhabit the origi-
re = nal delta environment,

a vast riparian, freshwater, brackish and tidal
wetland covering nearly two million acres.

1 5 4 O Hernando de Alarcon ventures up
the “River of Good Guidance” as

far as present-day Yuma, becoming the first Euro-

pean to set foot in the Colorado River Delta.

1848 The Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo ends the Mexican
War. The signing of the treaty and the
addition of land in the Gadsden Purchase
five years later creates the current inter-

national boundary between the United
States and Mexico.

1 9 2 The father of wildlife management, Aldo Leopold, canoes the del-
ta, later writing his moving essay “Green Lagoons” that describes
the pristine environment he encountered and feared would soon disappear.

Colorado River Compact is signed at Bishop’s Lodge, Santa Fe, New Mexico,
allocating 7.5 million acre-feet (maf) of water to the Upper Basin states
(Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico) and an equal amount to the Lower
Basin states (Nevada, California, Arizona); a potential allocation was recog-
nized for Mexico.

1 9 3 Hoover Dam is completed. No water reaches the delta for six
years, as Lake Mead fills.

1944 The U.S.-Mexico Water Treaty is ratified, guaranteeing Mexico
1.5 maf and up to an additional 200,000 acre-feet of surplus,

and establishing the International Boundary and Water Commission to manage

transhorder resources. Since this time, Mexico has dedicated its allocation

to agriculture.

Map reproduced courtesy of University of Arizona Library
Special Collections: Ehrenberg, Herman. Map of The Gadsden
Purchase: Sonora and Portions of New Mexico, Chihuahua,
and California. Cincinnati, OH: Middleton, Stonebridge & Co.
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