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Tracking Precipitation Across 
the Nation 

Source: National Weather Service

Access: water.weather.gov

The National Weather Service (NWS) 
has developed a new web tool to 
track precipitation amounts at various 
timescales across the United States. 
The tool displays daily precipitation 
values on a four-by-four kilometer 
grid estimated from multiple sensors 
including NEXRAD radar, surface 
rain gauges, and satellite precipitation 
estimates. The gridded national dataset 
is produced by combining precipitation 
estimates produced regionally at twelve 
NWS River Forecast Centers across 
the United States. In the mountainous 
West, where radar and rain gauge 

coverage are limited, an additional 
step of interpolation and comparison 
to historical data is also incorporated 
to improve precipitation estimates. 

The web tool allows users to view a 
national composite map or to zoom into 
regions, states, and county-level areas 
over multiple time periods, including for 
the previous day 
and precipitation 
totals over the last 
7, 14, 30, or 60 
days. Archived 
data are available 
back to 2005 with 
monthly estimates 
of departure 
from normal and 
percent of normal 
precipitation. Raw 
data files can also 
be downloaded for 
research purposes.

Continuous, national-scale precipitation 
estimates available through this web 
tool can assist in tracking hydroclimatic 
events like floods and drought over 
large areas. NWS welcomes your 
suggestions and comments to continue 
improving and enhancing the web tool. 

Visit water.weather.gov.

Departure from normal of 60-day precipitation over New Mexico and the 
surrounding area on Sept. 9, 2008. Some areas received up to 16 inches 
more than normal during the 2008 monsoon season.
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